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/ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
 
CENTER LOCATION 
By J.P. Orias 

Sprawling over two acres by the old Oahu Sugar Mill in suburban Waipahu, the three-story Filipino Community 
Center covers 50,000 square feet. 

It is the biggest Filipino Community Center outside of the Philippines and is architecturally designed to imitate the 
CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻΩǎ ǇŜƴŎƘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ Although it is in every aspect Filipino, it is also multi-cultural in that the 
renters, guests, caterers and community members belong to different ethnic origins. It is a building built on Filipino pride 
and the bayanihan spirit yet still retains enough spirit of aloha to everyone who wants to work, rent, learn and enjoy the 
daily activities without regard to ethnicity. 

The FilCom Center was formally inaugurated in June 2002, almost a century after the first 15 Filipino farmers sailed 
ŦƻǊ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ {{ 5ƻǊƛŎ ƛƴ мфлсΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƘŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ нллΣллл !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƻŦ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
population, enough to gain a powerful identity in the community through culture, entertainment, education, business and 
politics. The need for a place to showcase its culture and traditions became apparent. This became the symbol of the 
CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ aƻƪǳƻƭŀ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƛǇŀƘǳ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ 

 

SOBERING HISTORICAL FACTS 
By Belinda A. Aquino, Ph.D. 

The dream started back in the 1960s when the late Soledad Arre Alconcel, spouse of then Philippine Consul 
Trinidad Alconcel, ran the Philippine Handcrafts shop at Ala Moana. It was the meeting place for Filipinos at the time, 
including newly arrived Filipino grantees of the East-West Center who were eager to catch up on news from home. Mrs. 
!ƭŎƻƴŎŜƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻǎ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ άƘƻƳŜ 
ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 
 But the vision and energy to push the dream forward came many years later as a younger group of Filipinos and 
Filipino-Americans came of age. Roland Casamina, President of House of Finance, always spoke about visiting a Filipino 
center, where he believed to be in Canada, and had been inspired by it. The idea stuck in his head for a similar venture in 
Hawaii. 
 Soon after, Casamina convinced Eddie Flores Jr. to help out with the potential building project. Flores, owner of 
L&L Drive Inn and a well-known real state entrepreneur in Hawaii initiated a project in 1992 that would soon evolve into 
the annual Filipino Fiesta and Parade in May. An essential component of the Fiesta is the traditional Flores de Mayo festival 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ CƭƻǊŜǎΩ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 
 !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ !ƴŀŎƭŜǘƻ ά[ƛǘƻέ !ƭŎŀƴǘǊŀΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ƻŦ Iŀǿŀƛƛ όC//Iύ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳǇ 
Builders Inc., a local construction firm, became interested in the proposed FilCom building project. A planning committee 
was formed with Casamina as chair and Alcantra and Flores as members. In 1993, the Filipino Community Center, Inc. was 
given a nonprofit 501(c)(3) ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΣ ƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƭŦ-
sustaining. This meant undertaking and recruiting volunteers for the ambitious project. 
 The programs envisioned for the future Center included a computer technology center, business and non-profit 
incubation areas, retail spaces, a thrift shop and a commercial kitchen. All available rooms would be rented out to generate 
revenue for the center. 
 Flores delivered a speech at the Philippine American Chambers of Commerce convention in Anaheim, California 
ƛƴ мффу ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ όƛƴ IƻƴƻƭǳƭǳύΣ Ƴȅ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŜƴŀ 
because this is the only way we could ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦέ  

It was realistic assessment and in time, things got rolling. American Factors (AMFAC) in 1998 donated a two-acre 
lot in Waipahu to the FilCom Inc., which holds the title to this day. Nestor Garcia initiated the meeting with Tim Johns who 
was then the VP of AMFAC. The appraised cost of the donated land was $2.8 million as of August 2000. 
 Then Honolulu mayor Jeremy Harris supported the project and the City and County of Honolulu made an initial 
grant of $500,000 which was used in part to hire architectural firm Wimberley Allison Tong and Goo to complete the bid 
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documents for the future center. The State of Hawaii under then-Governor Ben Cayetano also appropriated $1.5 million, 
which was released in June 2000. 
 Private foundations also contributed generously to the burgeoning project. The individual dream of Mrs. Alconcel 
ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Cƛƭ/ƻƳΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ IŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ WŜŀƴŜǘǘŜ ²ŜƛƴōŜǊƎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ $3 
million, one of the largest grants given by the Foundation to a non-profit at that point. 
 The Consuelo Alger Foundation donated $500,000 to build the courtyard with airy and open spaces for cultural 
programs and community meetings. It is appropriately called The Consuelo courtyard with a mosaic portrait of benefactor 
Consuelo Zobel de Ayala Alger gracing the entrance. Patti Lyons, then Consuelo Foundation president, said she always had 
ŦŀƛǘƘ άǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ 
Filipino Community Center. 
 Most importantly, a compelling demonstration of support came from countless individuals in the community who 
donated whatever they could for their future second home. The Filipino community pledges during the decade totaled 
$1.3 million. 
 Dedicated volunteers Edith and Roland Pascua, walked door-to-door soliciting contributions from Filipino families. 
Various in-ƪƛƴŘ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘǊƛŎƪƭƛƴƎ ƛƴΦ ! ǎǘŀǘǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΩ 
national hero, Dr. Jose Rizal was donated from the Philippines. Murals for the alcoves of the now finished FilCom became 
the part of the attraction, depicting early plantation life of the Filipino pioneers in Hawaii. The Center became the main 
avenue for various activities related to the Hawaii Filipino Centennial Celebration in 2006. 
 ¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ нлл ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ Cƛƭ/ƻƳΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ Ƙƛǎtory and culture 
and projecting the Filipino image internationally. It would be impossible to detail all of FilCƻƳΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
activities because so much has been accomplished. 
 

DONORS 
 
A tax-exempt, non-profit organization as defined under section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, the 

FilCom Center was built through the generous donations of foundations, trusts, private corporations and government 
entities. AMFAC donated the land. Heading its list of donors are the Harry & Jeannette Weinberg, the City and County of 
IƻƴƻƭǳƭǳΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛΩƛΣ ǘƘŜ ±! IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǳŜƭƻ 
Zobel Alger Foundation and a great number of business establishments. Credit however, goes to the community for 
working so hard in soliciting pledges from almost everyone. 

 
RENTAL FACILITIES 

 
Located on the 2nd floor above the tenant 

spaces, guests can rent space for functions, 
meetings, and to celebrate special events. 
Ballroom, Courtyard and Conference Rooms are 
available every day of the year.  

These private areas feature customizable 
services for the exclusive use of groups, such as 
wedding ceremonies/receptions, birthday and 
graduation parties, anniversary celebrations, 
funeral services, fundraiser events, concerts, 
recreational activity space, workshop and 
seminars, and other special events. Catering 
services include coffee service, continental or full 
breakfast, buffet lunches, sandwiches, bentos, 
pupus, buffet dinner or hand-served dinners and a 
full bar including wine and champagne services. All 
of these can be provided by Creations in Catering. 
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The facility rentals include the Casamina-Flores Ballroom with a 6,000-square-foot area having a seating capacity 
of 380, the Consuelo Courtyard with a 3,500-square-foot area having a seating capacity of 100, and a Technology Center 
Conference Room having a seating capacity of up to 30-60. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MESSAGE 
 

The Center has undergone several changes since the helm was passed onto me by 
my predecessor, Geminiano ά¢ƻȅέ Arre, Jr. and Rose Churma in August 2014. Operational, 
financial, management, staffing, facility, and community program changes have occurred 
in the last year. Each focused on the development of new initiatives focused on 
sustainability. 

The photovoltaic system has been put into work and is saving the Center money 
each day. Our custodian, Eric Victoria celebrated his 13th anniversary as an employee of 
the Center and Arceli Rebollido celebrated her 10th year milestone. A third-party exclusive 
caterer and event manager, Creations in Catering, has been contracted to bolster the 
event revenue for the Center and Avalon Development has taken on the role of our 

commercial property manager. The Board of Directors brought on three (3) new Directors to ƘŜƭǇ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
direction:  Maria Borje-Bonkowski, J.D., Jesse K. Souki, Esq., and Vincent Baldemor. These individuals, organizations, and 
new Directors, along with the other volunteer Board of Directors, are committed to driving the success, shape, and 
prosperity of the Center.  Committees have been reenergized with the various Committee Chairs leading the way.  Each 
Committee retains a Board of Director and is comprised of community leaders and volunteers and are responsible for 
various functions of the activities, programs, direction, and policies of the Center. I encourage you to approach these 
Committee Chairs to volunteer on the committee to assist in providing recommendations to the Board of Directors for 
ultimate decision-making. The various committees include the following:  Budget & Finance, Fundraising, Flores de Mayo, 
Bayanihan Gala, Facilities, Public Relations & Marketing, and Programs. 

¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ DǊŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ !ƛŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ support of 
our legislators over the last several years. In 2013, a photovoltaic system was put in place and now services the Center 
helping to offset the high costs of electricity. In 2014, grant funds are in place to provide a retractable roof for the CenǘŜǊΩǎ 
ŎƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǘǊƻŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ мо-year-old air conditioning system. In 2015, the Center received 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƎŜŘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
newest hardware and software technology to be used by our patrons. Our legislators continue to see the impact and 
importance that the Center provides to Waipahu and to the State of Hawaii. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊŜ мύ development and 
implementation of a definitive plan for the full extinguishment of the long-term debt which continues to burden the 
financial operations of the Center, 2) address the thirteen (13) years of wear and tear upon the facility and the 
development of a maintenance and capital reserve account, and 3) development of community programs to foster growth 
in the State by means of social, economic, and educational services. Each of these challenges require continued 
involvement by our community, businesses, patrons, and our leaders. The development and transparency of the activities 
and plans are an essential tool in overcoming these challenges. 

As with many not-for-profit entities, the request is simple: Time, Talent, or Treasure. Each are equally important 
with neither being more important than the other. My first request is to provide at least one for the upcoming year. My 
second request to each of you is also simple, let us continue to work together for the benefit of the Center. Leading up to 
the June 2002 groundbreaking, the entire community rallied together behind a common goal and collectively 
accomplished a marvel, the creation of the largest community center outside of the Philippines, The Filipino Community 
Center, Inc. So let us move forward together, with the common premise of ensuring the continued success of this unique 
gem before us. 
 
Mabuhay and Aloha, 
Donnie Juan 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHAIRMAN MESSAGE 
 

 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
¢ƘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ LƴŎΦ όά/ŜƴǘŜǊέύΦ 2014 and 2015 were good years for the 
Center, full of change and progress. We welcomed new Board members, formed 
additional committees to take care of specific functions, had relief efforts for the 
Philippines, created a plan to benchmark specific dates and goals, and have been building 
partnerships that will have a lasting and positive impact on the community. 

²ŜΩǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ group of dedicated, caring individuals and organizations. The Center 
continues to make great progress while undergoing much transition. We want to recognize our Board of Directors for their 
continued volunteerism and commitment.  

hǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƴƻǊǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ 
The Filipino Community Center, Inc. is ready for the challenges and achievements ahead in the next years to come. 

 

Financial Summary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 
TENANT REVENUE 
CIC EVENTS/COMMISSION 
BAYANIHAN GALA NET 
FLORES DE MAYO NET 
OTHER 
TOTAL REVENUE 
 
OPERATING EXPENSES 
OPERATING INCOME  
DEBT SERVICE 
INCOME AFTER DEBT SERVICE 
DEPRECIATION 
INCOME(LOSS) AFTER DEBT AND DEPR 
 
CURRENT AND OTHER ASSETS 
L/T ASSETS 
TOTAL ASSETS 
 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 
L/T LIABILITIES 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 
 

12/31/2015 
 

429,298 
273,501 
130,984 
10,753 
57,311 

901,847 
 

798,867 
203,553 
185,028 
18,525 

(304,389) 
(285,864) 

 
460,035 

8,392,065 
8,852,100 

 
112,748 

2,920,562 
3,033,310 

 

12/31/2014 
 

421,168 
344,027 
142,771 
14,708 

159,389 
1,082,063 

 
805,095 
276,968 
159,743 
117,225 

(302,431) 
(185,206) 

 
494,935 

8,696,453 
9,191,388 

 
113,617 

2,973,218 
3,086,835 

 

12/31/2013 
 

402,089 
393,531 
131,739 
14,188 

626,724 
1,568,271 

 
839,640 
728,631 
159,572 
569,059 

(289,042) 
280,017 

 
1,001,203 
8,979,349 
9,980,552 

 
929,962 

2,760,731 
3,690,693 

 

EDMUND C. ACZON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Programs and Events 
 

ALOHA FOR PHILIPPINES 
Maraming salamat to all those who 

volunteered and donated during the statewide Aloha 
for Philippines relief effort to support disaster victims 
of Typhoon Haiyan.  Through collections from banks 
across Hawaii as well as donations from local 
companies, community organizations, schools, 
universities, churches and countless individuals, the 
FilCom Center collected more than $700,000 towards 
relief efforts.  

The FilCom Center contributed its donations 
to the Consuelo Foundation, who has generously 
agreed to match every dollar, up to $2 million.  

With another $700,000 coming from other 
sources, the Consuelo Foundation, has committed an 
astounding $3.3 million to the relief effort. Consuelo 
has launched Project H.O.P.E. (Haiyan Operations for 
Protection & Empowerment). As reported by Jon 
aŀǘǎǳƻƪŀΣ /ƻƴǎǳŜƭƻΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ϧ /9hΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ 
Project H.O.P.E. is to ensure the safety and protection 
of children and help their families regain their stability by promoting economic adequacy and assistance in the creation of 
safe, healthy, protective and resilient communities for all.   

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎǳŜƭƻ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ όмύ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ ǇǎȅŎƘƻ-social stability and renewing 
their hopes; (2) restoring their ability to sustain their livelihood and economic sufficiency; and (3) protecting their children 
from abuse, neglect and exploitation while ensuring a safe and nurturing environment, so as to assure a better future for 
themselves, their children and their communities.    

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Donations Received         $ 751,131 

Administrative Fees Paid       ($ 22,534) 

Bank/Service Fees/NSF Fees Incurred and Paid               ($ 919) 

Aloha Concert Event Costs Incurred and Paid   ($ 14,565) 

Aloha Philippines T-Shirt Costs Incurred and Paid              ($ 410) 

Net Proceeds Remitted to Consuelo Foundation   $ 712,703 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L-R: Connie Lau of Hawaiian Electric Industries, Edmund Aczon, Robin 
Campaniano, Rich Wacker of American Savings Bank and Dick Rosenblum of 
Hawaii Electric Company 
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A special Mahalo to our corporate sponsors, concert patrons, banking partners, community organizations and other 
institutions for their generous gifts:  

Alexander & Baldwin, American Savings Bank, Armstrong 
Foundation, Bank of Hawaii, Bank of the Orient, Central 
Pacific Bank, DuPont Pioneer, Finance Factors, First 
Hawaiian Bank, Free Vietnam, Halekulani Hotel, Hawaii 
Bankers Association, Hawaii National Bank, Hawaiian 
Airlines, Hawaiian Electric, Hawaiian Electric Industries 
(HEI), Hawaiian Properties, Hawaiian Telcom, HMSA, 
Home Street Bank, Honolulu Disposal Service, Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission Hawaii, House of Finance, Island 
Holdings, Island Insurance, Kaiser Permanente, Kleenco, 
KNDI, L&L Hawaiian Barbecue, Honolulu Friends Meeting, 
Leeward Community College, Marshall Realty Foundation, 
Mitsunaga & Associates, Monsanto, Ohana Pacific Bank, 
Pacific Resource Partnership, Pacific Rim Bank (nka First 
Foundation Bank), Referentia Systems, Seven-Eleven 
Hawaii, Stanford Carr Development, Territorial Savings 
Bank, University of Hawaii at Manoa, UH Center for 
Philippine Studies, UH Student Equity Excellence Diversity 
(SEED) Program, and WSP. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FilCom Board of Directors Chair Edmund Aczon (left) and Board of 
Governors Chair Robin Campaniano (right) thank our sponsors and 
patrons, alongside Mahalo Concert Executive Producer, AJ Halagao 
(center). 

 

 
Island Insurance Foundation (L-R: Rosemarie Locquiao, Macrina Ponce, Rupert Visoria, Cristina Bulda, Emely Cabico, Lori Butay, Colbert Matsumoto 
ς Island Insurance Chairman and CEO, A.J. Halagao ς FilCom Board of Directors, Edmund Aczon ς FilCom Center Board Chairman, Tyler Tokioka ς 
Island Insurance Foundation President, Roland Eugenio, Nova Kim, Wayne Hikida, Norma Ulep, Lorna Kidd.) 
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BAYANIHAN GALA 2014 
 
A gala dinner timed for Filipino American History Month was hosted by the Filipino Community Center (FilCom 

Center) on Saturday, October 25, 2014 at Sheraton Waikiki Hotel. 
¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ мнǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ άBayanihan Dŀƭŀ 5ƛƴƴŜǊέΣ ŎƘŀƛǊŜŘ ōȅ wƻǎŜƳŀǊƛŜ aŜƴŘƻȊŀΣ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘted its educational, 

cultural and social programs as well as a celebration of over a century of contributions of Filipino-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǘƻ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ 
and the United States. 

In keeping with the bayanihan spirit, the FilCom Center paid tribute to the following luminaries for their lifetime 
achievements: 
¶ Justice Mario R. Ramil, former Hawaii Supreme Court Justice and community advocate.  
¶ Maria A. F. Etrata, philanthropist and community servant. 
¶ Justice Simeon Acoba, Jr. former Hawaii Supreme Court Justice and educator. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŜǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ-American History Month, 
and also remembering to celebrate over a century of Filipino-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΣέ aŜƴŘƻȊŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ άhǳǊ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŜǎ 
are wonderful examples of how Filipinos have contributed to our state and to our country, and I want to thank our 
dignitaries, sponsors and all whƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 

Mendoza reported more than 500 people attended the gala. Special guests at the gala were Mayor Kirk W. 
Caldwell who introduced Mrs. Etrata, Gov. John D. Waihee III who introduced Justice Ramil, and Gov. Benjamin J. Cayetano 
who introduced Justice Acoba. 

In his acceptance speech, Ramil acknowledged his fellow awardees, 9ǘǊŀǘŀΩǎ ǇƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇȅ Ǿƛŀ the Renato and 
Maria A.F. Etrata Foundation, which has supported numerous community events that has promoted the Filipino culture, 
ŀƴŘ !ŎƻōŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΦ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣέ wŀƳƛƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
wealth of knowledgŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦέ 

 
12th Annual Bayanihan Gala Dinner Honorees Justice Simeon R. Acoba, Jr., Maria A. F. Etrata and Justice Mario R. Ramil 
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Ramil was appointed by Gov. Waihee in 1987 to his cabinet as the director of Labor and Industrial Relations, and 
in 1993 was sworn in as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Etrata during her speech recalled her younger days in the Philippines when she had to walk to go to school in a 
ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇΦ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǇƻƻǊΣ ōǳǘ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
life and I never let go of that ŘǊŜŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣέ 9ǘǊŀǘŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
Etrata now owns and manages Home & Community Services of Hawaii, Inc., Preferred Home & Community Based Services, 
Inc., and The Primary Care Providers of Hawaii, successful agencies that offer health care services to the community. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ !ŎƻōŀΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ƘŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ Cƛƭ/ƻƳ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ άƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŀƭƛǾŜΦέ 
άhŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Sakadas and the 

acŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ !Ŏƻōŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŜƴŘǳǊŜŘ ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǳǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǾƛǊǘǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǇƛǊŜ ǘƻΦέ 

Acoba served as a Supreme Court justice until his mandatory retirement in 2014, and last year received the Dwight 
D. Opperman Award for Judicial Excellence from the American Judicature Society, which Gov. Cayetano described as the 
top award for justices across the United States. 

The gala featured live entertainment from local Filipino artists, including Noly Paa, Kristian Lei and Charles Degala, 
traditional Filipino folk dances by the Teknqlingz Crew and Maria Clara by Evelyn Cabradilla and Troy Mendoza, and 
reception music by Banda Kawayan ŀƴŘ /ƻǊƻ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻΩǎ άIŀǊŀƴŀΦέ 
Banduria band Pintig Himig ōȅ aŀǊƛŜ WƻŎŜƭȅƴ aŀǊŦƛƭ ŀƴŘ CǊŜŘ !ōŜƧƻƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƭƛǾŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŜǎΩ ǾƛŘŜƻ 
presentations as Mistress of Ceremonies Sonia Lugmao Aranza read each biography. Mendoza also acknowledges 
Kumu Kaleo Trinidad who performed a special Hawaiian oli, Julian Maeva for a fireknife dance, Aureanna Tseu for an 
elegant hula performance, and event Co-Chairs !ǾŜƭƛƴƻ άA.JΦέ Halagao and Sherry Menor-McNamara. 

ά! ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ programs for the elderly and youth in not only the Filipino 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ !ŎȊƻƴΣ CƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ Cƛƭ/ƻƳ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ Board of Directors. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Sponsorships, Attendees, Donations Received   $ 188,045 
Silent Auction Bids Received      $   11,013 
Event Expenses Incurred and Paid     ($ 52,028) 
Bank/Merchant Fees Incurred and Paid    ($   1,304) 
Net Proceeds        $ 145,726 

 
BAYANIHAN GALA 2015 REMEMBERS OUR PLANTATION LEGACY 
By Bennette Misalucha 

It was a night filled with warm hearts, poignant memories and some sentimental tears, as the Filipino 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ǾŜǊƛǘŀōƭŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǎǘΦ 
 The 13th annual Bayanihan Gala fundraiser was held last October 31, 2015 at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel with 
more than 500 guests, community leaders and political stakeholders in attendance. The fundraiser was held in October 
to commemorate Filipino-American Heritage month which is traditionally celebrated throughout the United States with 
various events and festivities. 

/ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ άRemembering our Plantation LegacyΣέ ǘƘŜ fundraiser is anchored on the Filipino value 
of honoring the past and the memory of our ancestors whƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŀōƻǊ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ 
as they sought a better life for their families.  
 /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ !ŎȊƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭ ƻŦ FilCom:
 άIt is appropriate for us to celebrate our plantation heritage.  After all, the Center stands on land donated by 
Amfac, we are located next to the old Waipahu sugar mill smokestack, and we continue to be proud of the contributions 
of our sakadas, the plantation workers who paved the way for many to immigrate to Hawai`iΦέ 

The honorary chairs for this event were U.S. Senator Brian Schatz, U.S. Senator Mazie Hirono and Filipino 
philanthropist Maria A.F. Etrata. 
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The Bayanihan Gala honorees this year were:  
 
ILWU Local 142 

¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƻƴƎǎƘƻǊŜƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜƳŀƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ муΣллл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
industry including general trades, longshore, tourism and agriculture.  

 
Hawaii Sugar Planters Association (now HARC) 

HSPA was the trade association for the sugar industry in Hawaii which promoted its development, 
conducted scientific/economic studies and gathered accurate information on the industry.  It now operates as 
Hawaii Agriculture Research Center or HARC. 

 
Alexander and Baldwin 

¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ CƛǾŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ǎǳƎŀǊ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
Alexander and Baldwin has been in existence for more than 145 years. Although it has diversified its business 
ƳƻŘŜƭΣ !ϧ.Ωǎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-building have remained deep and strong. (Note that in 
January 2016, A & B has since announced that its subsidiary, HC & S will close its plantation operations by the 
end of the year). 

 
Angel M. Ramos 

Angel Ramos came to Hawaii from the Philippines in 1946 as part of the last wave of migrant labor who 
worked in the sugar cane plantation.  He worked at Kahuku Sugar Mill from 1949 until it closed down, in 1971. 
What sets Angel apart is his passion to preserve and document the plantation heritage.  His incredible 
photographs, which had been exhibited many times, reflect everyday scenes from the by-gone days.  A self-

L to R: Stan Kuriyama (A&B), Gala Chair Bennette Misalucha, William Balfour, Guy Fujimura (ILWU),Meredith Ching 
(A&B), Stephanie Whalen (HARC), William Paty, Donna Domingo (ILWU), Angel Ramos and FilCom Chair Edmund Aczon 
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ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘ άǇŀŎƪ ǊŀǘέΣ ƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ Ŏollections of plantation memorabilia, most of which are 
now on permanent public display at Hawaii Plantation Village. 

 
William Balfour 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ .ŀƭŦƻǳǊ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŦƻǳǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎŀǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
Pioneer Mill Company, Oahu Sugar Company, Lihue Plantation Company and McBryde Sugar Company.  Today, 
he continues to work actively as a consultant on a number of initiatives and still spends time volunteering on 
boards and other non-profits. 

 
William Paty 

As President of ²ŀƛŀƭǳŀ {ǳƎŀǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ tŀǘȅ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ мфуп ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŦƻǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ 
plantation manager. He went on to serve in government (notably as Chair of the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources) and has a strong legacy as an active community volunteer. 

 
 !ƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΥ άTruly commendable and proud of the Filipinos and 
what they have done for Hawaii,έ ϦOne of the best events ever attended"; "Centerpieces, decorations, food, silent 
auction classy & well-coordinated"; "True honorees who contributed to our well-being, community, culture & love of 
aina.έ 

Many of those who attended praised the well-paced program which captured the essence of the plantation 
legacy.  Each of the honorees were introduced by a video clip produced by Jeff Orig and the team from Orig Media in 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊǾƛƴ .ǳŜƴŎƻǎŜƧƻ ό/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ IƛǊƻƴƻΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜύ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
The innovative and creative stage design was an original work by artist Randy Abian Leano who brought in sugar cane 
from the Big Island to create an authentic feel to the ambiance.   There was also a full complement of silent auction 
items which drew spirited bidding from interested parties.  Chair of the Silent Auction committee Kathy Mills credits her 
hard working committee for the beautiful display and positive outcome. 
 The lynchpin, of course, to a great event is teamwork. And that value was certainly in full force with the 
leadership of FilCom Executive Director Donnie Juan, the passionate energy of Event Vice Chair Agnes Reyes and the full 
support of FilCom Programs Director Arceli Rebollido. 
 A big mahalo ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ 
The monies raised during the fundraiser will be used for FilCom operations and for the various programs and projects 
that seek to perpetuate the Filipino American heritage in the Islands. 

In summing up why a celebration like the 13th Bayanihan Gala is important, Dinner Event Chair Bennette 
aƛǎŀƭǳŎƘŀ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΥ άThe Center stands as a symbol of 
our connection to simpler times, when the values of aloha bounded the cultures and created a tightly-knitted fabric that 
is Our Community. Yet, the Center also represents a vision of hope for the next generations, whose future is secured 
because of the sacrifices that have been made by our ancestors.έ 

 
NOTE: Please support the 14th Bayanihan Gala event which is scheduled for Friday, October 14, 2016. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Sponsorships, Attendees, Donations Received   $186,600    
Silent Auction Bids Received *      $    1,500 
Event Expenses Incurred and Paid     ($ 56,460) 
Bank/Merchant Fees Incurred and Paid    ($      656)    
Net Proceeds        $130,984 

 

*  Additional silent auction bids of $11,635 were received and recorded in 2016. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS MANAGEMENT AND PRODUCTION TRAINING (SEMPT) 
 

SEMPT is an entrepreneurship program, which aims to create more jobs and job training opportunities for the 
ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǇǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
and encourage small business start-ups and develop an educational pipeline to meaningful, living-wage jobs, as well as 
develop programs and initiatives that distinguish Waipahu and its surrounding areas and make it more desirable place to 
do business and develop jobs.   
 

ah¢I9wΩ{ 5!¸ LUNCHEON 
 

¢ƘŜ Cƛƭ/ƻƳ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
Luncheon on Sunday, May 10, 2015, just the next day of the 
23rd Annual Filipino Fiesta and Parade. The event was a joint 
project of the FilCom Center and Creations in Catering which 
is under Special Events Management and Production Training 
(SEMPT) to educate, train, and provide hands on mentoring 
activities to those interested in pursuing a career in Special 
Events Management. Co-chaired by Agnes Reyes, FilCom 
Board of Directors and Programs Committee Chair, Sarah 
Suzuki, FilCom Board of Directors and SEMPT Chair, and Sam 
Acosta, FCCH President and CIC Consultant.  Attendees were 
being entertained by the Coro Filipino Haranistas and special 
guest performer Melveen Leed, while enjoying the ono food 

prepared by Creations in Catering. Students who participated on this event were Edmund Shin, Marina Hijikata and Victor 
Mengge Liu, all from Hawaii Pacific University.  

The event was successful because of the help of hardworking individuals who put this together and with the 
support of our sponsors. Sponsors were House of Finance, Inc., Kathy Mills, Safe Harbor Homecare, Inc., Edward Alquero, 
MD Inc., EC Home Aid Supply, LLC, Case Management Professionals Inc.Σ ŀƴŘ !ǎƘƭŜȅΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊ /ƻǾŜǊǎΦ  

Tickets were sold for $50 for adults and $27 for 10 years old and under. More than 150 people attended the special 
occasion. Raised $9,209 with expenses of $5,880, netted $3,329. 

 
KaBATAaN: FILIPINO FOR KIDS SUMMER PROGRAM 2015 
By Imelda Gasmen 

KaBATAaN: Filipino for Kids Summer Program celebrated its 10th year 
anniversary in 2015 with the theme: Kultura (Culture). The program is the only 
summer program in the state of Hawaii for young children which focuses on 
providing exposure and experiencing the rich Philippine culture and heritage. In 
2015, the program drew a record number of participants: from originally 20 
students and 4 volunteers when it first started to 40 participants and about 40 
volunteers. 

The summer program in 2015 was conducted for five sessions over a 
course of three weekends: Saturdays, June 20 & 27, & Sundays, June 21 & 28 at 
the Filipino Community Center. The last day called Munting Palabas (Mini-show) 
on Saturday, July 4th was the mini-graduation.  It was held for the first time outside 
of the FilCom Center. This culminating event was held at the Seafood City, who became a new partner/host with the 
program and was attended by over 100 people from families, friends and supporters of the program. 

Popularly called Fil4Kids, the summer fun program is designed to provide elementary school-age children of all 
ethnic backgrounds an opportunity to learn about the Philippines, its history, culture, and languages. The program includes 
language and culture components and interactive activities such as games, dances, songs, storytelling and a summer 
reading program.  

Centerpieces and Stage were beautifully designed by Amie 
Guillermo. 


